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An Analysis of Consolidation Effects of Masan, Changwon, and Jinhae:
Focusing on Urban Growth and Balanced Development

Seokhoi Yim *Juyoun Song
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Abstract : In 2010, the three cities of Masan, Changwon and Jinhae consolidated into the city of
Changwon, a metropolitan city with a population of more than one million. The study aims to
consider whether the consolidation effects of these three cities have been realized, focusing on urban
growth and balanced regional development, which were suggested as major effects at the time of
consolidation, An analysis of the gross regional domestic product, employment and population
growth shows that the consolidation effects of these three cities have not been realized much at this
point, which has been 10 years since the consolidation. Residents' negative perception of the living
condition in the city of Changwon has also been expanding since the consolidation. The results of this
study suggest that the reorganization of administrative areas focused on size expansion-oriented
consolidation from the perspective such as economies of scale or increasing efficiency needs to be

reconsidered,

Key Words : administrative area, administrative consolidation, consolidation effect, administrative area

reform, consolidated Changwon
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